
WELCOME TO ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, SHIPHAY 
‘A caring fellowship seeking to share the life and love of God’ 

Sunday 27 September 2026 

Greetings. 
A very warm welcome to everyone joining us today. 

Whether you are a regular member of our congregation, visiting for the first time, or joining us after some 
time away, we are delighted to have you with us. 

As we gather together in worship, may we experience God’s presence, find encouragement in His Word, 
and share in the joy and fellowship of being together. 
Thank you for being part of our congregation today.  

May God bless you and your family throughout the week ahead. 
Please do join us for Fairtrade coffee and refreshments after the service this morning. 

Music 
   And can it be       32 
   Jesus Christ, I think upon Your sacrifice    
   You are beautiful beyond description    760 
   We place You on the highest place 
Offertory  How deep the Father’s love for us 
Communion  From heav’n you came, helpless babe    195 
   Who is there like You 
   Jesus, Name above all names     355 
   Jesus is the Name we honour 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The First Reading 
Philippians 2:1-13  Imitating Christ’s humility 
2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any 
common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-
minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to 
the interests of the others. 
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
6 who, being in very nature[a] God, 
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature[b] of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man,  he humbled himself 
    by becoming obedient to death –  even death on a cross! 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place     and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,     to the glory of God the Father. 
Do everything without grumbling 
12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed – not only in my presence, but now much more in my 
absence – continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will 
and to act in order to fulfil his good purpose. 
 

Ann White 
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Ann White. 

Ann was a much-loved and respected member of our church family, whose kindness, warmth and 
faithful presence touched the lives of many.   

Ann was a dedicated housegroup leader and her family kindly donated our beautiful stained glass 
window and the interior double doors in memory of her late Father Len Howard. 

We extend our deepest condolences to Ann’s family and friends at this difficult time,  
and we hold them in our prayers. 

The funeral service will take place on Monday 12th October, 12.30 p.m at Torbay Crematorium. 
All members of the St John’s Church family who knew Ann are warmly invited to attend. 

May Ann rest in peace and rise in glory. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact details:-  
St John the Baptist Church, Cadewell Lane, Shiphay, Torquay, TQ2 7HP  
Church Office opening times: 9.00-11.30 a.m daily except Wednesday  

Sat—Sun closed  
Call us on: 01803 401316  

Email us at: stjohnsofficeshiphay@gmail.com  
www.stjohnshiphay.org.uk  

Revd. Paul Ireton (Rest day Tuesday) Tel: 01803 394808  
Email: revpireton101@gmail.com 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 21:23-32  The authority of Jesus questioned 
23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of 
the people came to him. ‘By what authority are you doing these things?’ they asked. ‘And who 
gave you this authority?’ 
24 Jesus replied, ‘I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority 
I am doing these things. 25 John’s baptism – where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of 
human origin?’ 
They discussed it among themselves and said, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will ask, “Then why 
didn’t you believe him?” 26 But if we say, “Of human origin”– we are afraid of the people, for they 
all hold that John was a prophet.’ 
27 So they answered Jesus, ‘We don’t know.’ 
Then he said, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
The parable of the two sons 
28 ‘What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, “Son, 
go and work today in the vineyard.” 
29 ‘“I will not,” he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 
30 ‘Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, “I will, sir,” but 
he did not go. 
31 ‘Which of the two did what his father wanted?’ 
‘The first,’ they answered. 
Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom 
of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did 
not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you 
did not repent and believe him. 
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May Ann rest in peace and rise in glory. 
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Matthew 21:23-32  The authority of Jesus questioned 
23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of 
the people came to him. ‘By what authority are you doing these things?’ they asked. ‘And who 
gave you this authority?’ 
24 Jesus replied, ‘I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority 
I am doing these things. 25 John’s baptism – where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of 
human origin?’ 
They discussed it among themselves and said, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will ask, “Then why 
didn’t you believe him?” 26 But if we say, “Of human origin”– we are afraid of the people, for they 
all hold that John was a prophet.’ 
27 So they answered Jesus, ‘We don’t know.’ 
Then he said, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
The parable of the two sons 
28 ‘What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, “Son, 
go and work today in the vineyard.” 
29 ‘“I will not,” he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 
30 ‘Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, “I will, sir,” but 
he did not go. 
31 ‘Which of the two did what his father wanted?’ 
‘The first,’ they answered. 
Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom 
of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did 
not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you 
did not repent and believe him. 
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May God bless you and your family throughout the week ahead. 
Please do join us for Fairtrade coffee and refreshments after the service this morning. 

Music 
   And can it be       32 
   Jesus Christ, I think upon Your sacrifice    
   You are beautiful beyond description    760 
   We place You on the highest place 
Offertory  How deep the Father’s love for us 
Communion  From heav’n you came, helpless babe    195 
   Who is there like You 
   Jesus, Name above all names     355 
   Jesus is the Name we honour 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The First Reading 
Philippians 2:1-13  Imitating Christ’s humility 
2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any 
common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-
minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to 
the interests of the others. 
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
6 who, being in very nature[a] God, 
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature[b] of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man,  he humbled himself 
    by becoming obedient to death –  even death on a cross! 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place     and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,     to the glory of God the Father. 
Do everything without grumbling 
12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed – not only in my presence, but now much more in my 
absence – continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will 
and to act in order to fulfil his good purpose. 
 

Ann White 
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Ann White. 

Ann was a much-loved and respected member of our church family, whose kindness, warmth and 
faithful presence touched the lives of many.   

Ann was a dedicated housegroup leader and her family kindly donated our beautiful stained glass 
window and the interior double doors in memory of her late Father Len Howard. 

We extend our deepest condolences to Ann’s family and friends at this difficult time,  
and we hold them in our prayers. 

The funeral service will take place on Monday 12th October, 12.30 p.m at Torbay Crematorium. 
All members of the St John’s Church family who knew Ann are warmly invited to attend. 

May Ann rest in peace and rise in glory. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact details:-  
St John the Baptist Church, Cadewell Lane, Shiphay, Torquay, TQ2 7HP  
Church Office opening times: 9.00-11.30 a.m daily except Wednesday  

Sat—Sun closed  
Call us on: 01803 401316  

Email us at: stjohnsofficeshiphay@gmail.com  
www.stjohnshiphay.org.uk  

Revd. Paul Ireton (Rest day Tuesday) Tel: 01803 394808  
Email: revpireton101@gmail.com 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 21:23-32  The authority of Jesus questioned 
23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of 
the people came to him. ‘By what authority are you doing these things?’ they asked. ‘And who 
gave you this authority?’ 
24 Jesus replied, ‘I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority 
I am doing these things. 25 John’s baptism – where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of 
human origin?’ 
They discussed it among themselves and said, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will ask, “Then why 
didn’t you believe him?” 26 But if we say, “Of human origin”– we are afraid of the people, for they 
all hold that John was a prophet.’ 
27 So they answered Jesus, ‘We don’t know.’ 
Then he said, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
The parable of the two sons 
28 ‘What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, “Son, 
go and work today in the vineyard.” 
29 ‘“I will not,” he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 
30 ‘Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, “I will, sir,” but 
he did not go. 
31 ‘Which of the two did what his father wanted?’ 
‘The first,’ they answered. 
Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom 
of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did 
not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you 
did not repent and believe him. 
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Please do join us for Fairtrade coffee and refreshments after the service this morning. 

Music 
   And can it be       32 
   Jesus Christ, I think upon Your sacrifice    
   You are beautiful beyond description    760 
   We place You on the highest place 
Offertory  How deep the Father’s love for us 
Communion  From heav’n you came, helpless babe    195 
   Who is there like You 
   Jesus, Name above all names     355 
   Jesus is the Name we honour 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The First Reading 
Philippians 2:1-13  Imitating Christ’s humility 
2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any 
common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-
minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to 
the interests of the others. 
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
6 who, being in very nature[a] God, 
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature[b] of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man,  he humbled himself 
    by becoming obedient to death –  even death on a cross! 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place     and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,     to the glory of God the Father. 
Do everything without grumbling 
12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed – not only in my presence, but now much more in my 
absence – continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will 
and to act in order to fulfil his good purpose. 
 

Ann White 
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Ann White. 

Ann was a much-loved and respected member of our church family, whose kindness, warmth and 
faithful presence touched the lives of many.   

Ann was a dedicated housegroup leader and her family kindly donated our beautiful stained glass 
window and the interior double doors in memory of her late Father Len Howard. 

We extend our deepest condolences to Ann’s family and friends at this difficult time,  
and we hold them in our prayers. 

The funeral service will take place on Monday 12th October, 12.30 p.m at Torbay Crematorium. 
All members of the St John’s Church family who knew Ann are warmly invited to attend. 

May Ann rest in peace and rise in glory. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact details:-  
St John the Baptist Church, Cadewell Lane, Shiphay, Torquay, TQ2 7HP  
Church Office opening times: 9.00-11.30 a.m daily except Wednesday  

Sat—Sun closed  
Call us on: 01803 401316  

Email us at: stjohnsofficeshiphay@gmail.com  
www.stjohnshiphay.org.uk  

Revd. Paul Ireton (Rest day Tuesday) Tel: 01803 394808  
Email: revpireton101@gmail.com 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 21:23-32  The authority of Jesus questioned 
23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of 
the people came to him. ‘By what authority are you doing these things?’ they asked. ‘And who 
gave you this authority?’ 
24 Jesus replied, ‘I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority 
I am doing these things. 25 John’s baptism – where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of 
human origin?’ 
They discussed it among themselves and said, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will ask, “Then why 
didn’t you believe him?” 26 But if we say, “Of human origin”– we are afraid of the people, for they 
all hold that John was a prophet.’ 
27 So they answered Jesus, ‘We don’t know.’ 
Then he said, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
The parable of the two sons 
28 ‘What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, “Son, 
go and work today in the vineyard.” 
29 ‘“I will not,” he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 
30 ‘Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, “I will, sir,” but 
he did not go. 
31 ‘Which of the two did what his father wanted?’ 
‘The first,’ they answered. 
Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom 
of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did 
not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you 
did not repent and believe him. 
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