
 
 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, SHIPHAY 
‘A caring fellowship seeking to share the life and love of God’                           

Sunday 11 October 2026  

 
Welcome to our Harvest Celebration. 

Thank you for the generous gifts of tea, coffee, and other non-perishable items.  
These will be donated to our local food bank and will help support those in our community 

 who are in need.  
Today, we give thanks to God for His generosity and for all the blessings He provides. 

 We give thanks especially for the food we enjoy each day—for the crops that are grown, the farmers and 
workers who produce it, and all those who prepare and bring food to our tables. 

We are glad you have chosen to come along to this service especially if this is your first visit to St. John’s.  
We really hope you will stay and join us for Fairtrade coffee and refreshments  

after the service this morning. 
Let us give thanks to God for the harvest and for His abundant love and provision. 

 

Music 
   We plough the fields and scatter   719 
   Harvest Samba 
   My Jesus, my Saviour     461     
Offertory  Come, ye thankful people, come   133 
Communion  Here I am, wholly available 
   Jesus, be the centre 
   I, the Lord of sea and sky    332  

The First Reading 
Matt.22. 1-14 
The parable of the wedding banquet 
22 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a 
wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell 
them to come, but they refused to come. 
4 ‘Then he sent some more servants and said, “Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my 
dinner: my oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding 
banquet.” 
5 ‘But they paid no attention and went off – one to his field, another to his business. 6 The rest seized his 
servants, ill-treated them and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those 
murderers and burned their city. 
8 ‘Then he said to his servants, “The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to 
come. 9 So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.” 10 So the servants went 
out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. 
11 ‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding 
clothes. 12 He asked, “How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?” The man was speechless. 
13 ‘Then the king told the attendants, “Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
14 ‘For many are invited, but few are chosen.’ 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Suggestions for your prayers/praise 
This Harvest time we can continue to trust in his faithful provisions, sharing his goodness and mercy with all, being 
generous in everything we do and say, and looking to the Lord of the harvest to supply all our needs.  Thanks be to 
God. 
For the gathering in at Harvest Time.  For our Harvest Celebrations today and for those who have come to receive a 
sense of the love of God.  
We place the future of St John’s into Your loving hands.  As the PCC consider possibilities – grant them wisdom, 
patience and open hearts, guide them making decisions, and help them to trust that, whatever the outcome, You will 
bring good from it and continue to bless Your Church and its people.  May Your will be done, and may we move 
forward together in faith, hope and love.  
Be with all those living with mental illness.  Give them strength in difficult moments, hope when they feel lost, and 
comfort when they feel alone.  Help us to show compassion, understanding, and kindness. 
Remind us that asking for help is a sign of courage.   

May we pause in wonder at the beauty of autumn—the creatures of the wild, the trees, flowers, and 
 falling leaves, the golden, amber, crimson, and russet colours of the earth.  

 Bless every living thing that shares this season with us. 
May we cherish and protect the delicate web of life, and give thanks for the quiet beauty all around us. 
May autumn remind us that every colour, creature, and living thing is precious and wonderfully made. 

Amen. 
------------------------------------------------------- 

 
A heartfelt thank you to our wonderful Flower Team for making our church look so beautiful for our 

Harvest celebration.  
Your time, creativity, and hard work helped make it a truly special occasion as we came together to 

celebrate and give thanks. 

 
Contact details:-  

St John the Baptist Church,  
Cadewell Lane,  

Shiphay,  
Torquay, TQ2 7HP  

Church Office opening times: 9.00-11.30 a.m daily except Wednesday  
Sat—Sun closed  

Call us on: 01803 401316  
Email us at: stjohnsofficeshiphay@gmail.com  

www.stjohnshiphay.org.uk  

WHAT’S ON AT ST JOHN’S 
DATE TIME EVENT 
Mon 12 Oct 19.00 Monday Night House Group 
Fri 16 Oct 10.00 St Matthew’s Church Shop 
Sun 18 Oct 10.00 Morning worship 
Sun 18 Oct 15.00 St Matthew’s Church Harvest Celebration  

Bring & Share with Live Music, Quiz 
Mon 2 Nov 08.00 MONDAY MARKET 
Sun 8 Nov 10.00 REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE 



Revd. Paul Ireton (Rest day Tuesday) Tel: 01803 394808  
Email: revpireton101@gmail.com 
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Be with all those living with mental illness.  Give them strength in difficult moments, hope when they feel lost, and 
comfort when they feel alone.  Help us to show compassion, understanding, and kindness. 
Remind us that asking for help is a sign of courage.   

May we pause in wonder at the beauty of autumn—the creatures of the wild, the trees, flowers, and 
 falling leaves, the golden, amber, crimson, and russet colours of the earth.  

 Bless every living thing that shares this season with us. 
May we cherish and protect the delicate web of life, and give thanks for the quiet beauty all around us. 
May autumn remind us that every colour, creature, and living thing is precious and wonderfully made. 

Amen. 
------------------------------------------------------- 

 
A heartfelt thank you to our wonderful Flower Team for making our church look so beautiful for our 

Harvest celebration.  
Your time, creativity, and hard work helped make it a truly special occasion as we came together to 

celebrate and give thanks. 

 
Contact details:-  

St John the Baptist Church,  
Cadewell Lane,  

Shiphay,  
Torquay, TQ2 7HP  

Church Office opening times: 9.00-11.30 a.m daily except Wednesday  
Sat—Sun closed  

Call us on: 01803 401316  
Email us at: stjohnsofficeshiphay@gmail.com  

www.stjohnshiphay.org.uk  
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Sun 18 Oct 10.00 Morning worship 
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Welcome to our Harvest Celebration. 

Thank you for the generous gifts of tea, coffee, and other non-perishable items.  
These will be donated to our local food bank and will help support those in our community 

 who are in need.  
Today, we give thanks to God for His generosity and for all the blessings He provides. 

 We give thanks especially for the food we enjoy each day—for the crops that are grown, the farmers and 
workers who produce it, and all those who prepare and bring food to our tables. 

We are glad you have chosen to come along to this service especially if this is your first visit to St. John’s.  
We really hope you will stay and join us for Fairtrade coffee and refreshments  

after the service this morning. 
Let us give thanks to God for the harvest and for His abundant love and provision. 

 

Music 
   We plough the fields and scatter   719 
   Harvest Samba 
   My Jesus, my Saviour     461     
Offertory  Come, ye thankful people, come   133 
Communion  Here I am, wholly available 
   Jesus, be the centre 
   I, the Lord of sea and sky    332  

The First Reading 
Matt.22. 1-14 
The parable of the wedding banquet 
22 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a 
wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell 
them to come, but they refused to come. 
4 ‘Then he sent some more servants and said, “Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my 
dinner: my oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding 
banquet.” 
5 ‘But they paid no attention and went off – one to his field, another to his business. 6 The rest seized his 
servants, ill-treated them and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those 
murderers and burned their city. 
8 ‘Then he said to his servants, “The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to 
come. 9 So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.” 10 So the servants went 
out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. 
11 ‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding 
clothes. 12 He asked, “How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?” The man was speechless. 
13 ‘Then the king told the attendants, “Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
14 ‘For many are invited, but few are chosen.’ 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Suggestions for your prayers/praise 
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 Bless every living thing that shares this season with us. 
May we cherish and protect the delicate web of life, and give thanks for the quiet beauty all around us. 
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13 ‘Then the king told the attendants, “Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
14 ‘For many are invited, but few are chosen.’ 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Suggestions for your prayers/praise 
This Harvest time we can continue to trust in his faithful provisions, sharing his goodness and mercy with all, being 
generous in everything we do and say, and looking to the Lord of the harvest to supply all our needs.  Thanks be to 
God. 
For the gathering in at Harvest Time.  For our Harvest Celebrations today and for those who have come to receive a 
sense of the love of God.  
We place the future of St John’s into Your loving hands.  As the PCC consider possibilities – grant them wisdom, 
patience and open hearts, guide them making decisions, and help them to trust that, whatever the outcome, You will 
bring good from it and continue to bless Your Church and its people.  May Your will be done, and may we move 
forward together in faith, hope and love.  
Be with all those living with mental illness.  Give them strength in difficult moments, hope when they feel lost, and 
comfort when they feel alone.  Help us to show compassion, understanding, and kindness. 
Remind us that asking for help is a sign of courage.   

May we pause in wonder at the beauty of autumn—the creatures of the wild, the trees, flowers, and 
 falling leaves, the golden, amber, crimson, and russet colours of the earth.  

 Bless every living thing that shares this season with us. 
May we cherish and protect the delicate web of life, and give thanks for the quiet beauty all around us. 
May autumn remind us that every colour, creature, and living thing is precious and wonderfully made. 

Amen. 
------------------------------------------------------- 

 
A heartfelt thank you to our wonderful Flower Team for making our church look so beautiful for our 

Harvest celebration.  
Your time, creativity, and hard work helped make it a truly special occasion as we came together to 

celebrate and give thanks. 

 
Contact details:-  

St John the Baptist Church,  
Cadewell Lane,  

Shiphay,  
Torquay, TQ2 7HP  

Church Office opening times: 9.00-11.30 a.m daily except Wednesday  
Sat—Sun closed  

Call us on: 01803 401316  
Email us at: stjohnsofficeshiphay@gmail.com  

www.stjohnshiphay.org.uk  

WHAT’S ON AT ST JOHN’S 
DATE TIME EVENT 
Mon 12 Oct 19.00 Monday Night House Group 
Fri 16 Oct 10.00 St Matthew’s Church Shop 
Sun 18 Oct 10.00 Morning worship 
Sun 18 Oct 15.00 St Matthew’s Church Harvest Celebration  

Bring & Share with Live Music, Quiz 
Mon 2 Nov 08.00 MONDAY MARKET 
Sun 8 Nov 10.00 REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE 



Revd. Paul Ireton (Rest day Tuesday) Tel: 01803 394808  
Email: revpireton101@gmail.com 



 
 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, SHIPHAY 
‘A caring fellowship seeking to share the life and love of God’                           

Sunday 11 October 2026  
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We are glad you have chosen to come along to this service especially if this is your first visit to St. John’s.  
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Let us give thanks to God for the harvest and for His abundant love and provision. 
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4 ‘Then he sent some more servants and said, “Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my 
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8 ‘Then he said to his servants, “The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to 
come. 9 So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.” 10 So the servants went 
out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. 
11 ‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding 
clothes. 12 He asked, “How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?” The man was speechless. 
13 ‘Then the king told the attendants, “Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
14 ‘For many are invited, but few are chosen.’ 
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generous in everything we do and say, and looking to the Lord of the harvest to supply all our needs.  Thanks be to 
God. 
For the gathering in at Harvest Time.  For our Harvest Celebrations today and for those who have come to receive a 
sense of the love of God.  
We place the future of St John’s into Your loving hands.  As the PCC consider possibilities – grant them wisdom, 
patience and open hearts, guide them making decisions, and help them to trust that, whatever the outcome, You will 
bring good from it and continue to bless Your Church and its people.  May Your will be done, and may we move 
forward together in faith, hope and love.  
Be with all those living with mental illness.  Give them strength in difficult moments, hope when they feel lost, and 
comfort when they feel alone.  Help us to show compassion, understanding, and kindness. 
Remind us that asking for help is a sign of courage.   

May we pause in wonder at the beauty of autumn—the creatures of the wild, the trees, flowers, and 
 falling leaves, the golden, amber, crimson, and russet colours of the earth.  

 Bless every living thing that shares this season with us. 
May we cherish and protect the delicate web of life, and give thanks for the quiet beauty all around us. 
May autumn remind us that every colour, creature, and living thing is precious and wonderfully made. 

Amen. 
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Harvest celebration.  
Your time, creativity, and hard work helped make it a truly special occasion as we came together to 

celebrate and give thanks. 

 
Contact details:-  
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Church Office opening times: 9.00-11.30 a.m daily except Wednesday  
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Email us at: stjohnsofficeshiphay@gmail.com  

www.stjohnshiphay.org.uk  

WHAT’S ON AT ST JOHN’S 
DATE TIME EVENT 
Mon 12 Oct 19.00 Monday Night House Group 
Fri 16 Oct 10.00 St Matthew’s Church Shop 
Sun 18 Oct 10.00 Morning worship 
Sun 18 Oct 15.00 St Matthew’s Church Harvest Celebration  

Bring & Share with Live Music, Quiz 
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