
 
 
 
 

  

 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, SHIPHAY 
‘A caring fellowship seeking to share the life and love of God’ 

Sunday 1 March 2026 
Welcome to our morning worship on this Second Sunday of Lent. 

As we conƟnue this sacred season of reflecƟon and renewal, may our worship today 
draw us closer to God and strengthen us for the journey toward Easter. 

We’re glad  you have chosen to come along to this service especially if this is your  
first visit to St. John’s.  

We really hope you will stay and join us for Fairtrade coffee and refreshments after 
the service this morning. 

Grace and peace be with you. 
 

 
 
 
Music 
   I will sing the wondrous story   337 
   I will offer up my life 
   I believe in Jesus;     301 
   God of grace (I stand complete in You) 
Offertory  Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer  252   
Communion From heav’n you came    195 
   Wait for the Lord     949 
   The Lord is my light     944 
   We want to see Jesus lifted high  
   

WHAT’S ON AT ST. JOHN’S 

DATE TIME EVENT 

Mon. 2 Mar. 19.00 Monday Night House Group 

Thurs. 5 Mar. 09.30 Holy Communion/prayers 

Thurs. 5 Mar. 12.00 Lenten Soup Lunch 

Thurs. 5 Mar. 19.00 PCC Meeting  
  

Wed. 4 Mar. 19.30  Sing for Joy Choir 

Sun. 15 Mar. 10.00 Mothering Sunday 

Sat. 7 Mar. 09.00  Men’s Breakfast Teaspoons Café, Shiphay 

Mon. 2 Mar. 08.00 Monday Market ‘OPEN CHURCH’ 

Contact details:- 
Revd. Paul Ireton (Rest day Tuesday) Tel: 01803 394808 

Email: revpireton101@gmail.com 
Facebook: St John the Baptist Church-Shiphay-Anglican 

Church Office: Sonia Collings 
9.00-11.30 a.m daily except Wednesday 

Tel:01803 401316 
Email: stjohnsofficeshiphay@gmail.com  

Olivia Downes (Churchwarden) oliviahockridge@hotmail.com 
Jon Harper (Churchwarden) jonathanharper123@btinternet.com 

Suggestions for your prayers/praise  
For Women’s World Day of Prayer,  Loving God, 
You say, “Come to me, and I will give you rest.” 
we bring You our burdens and our world. 
Give us Your peace, renew our strength, 
and make us instruments of Your love.  
Bring calm where there is war, Hope where there is fear,  Healing where there is pain, 
And unity where there is division.  Protect the innocent.  Guide leaders toward wis-
dom.  Strengthen all who work for peace. 
Let love be stronger than hatred and light brighter than darkness.  
In a world marked by conflict, nationalism, and individualism, help us to look outward 
in love and unity, celebrating the richness of our global family in Christ. 
Uphold all who gather at our Lenten soup lunches. 
May the time of fellowship deepen their faith, strengthen their compassion, 
and draw them closer to You and to one another. 
Please pray as we journey through Lent – that it will bring light, life and renewal 
As Jesus resisted temptation by the devil in the wilderness, help us reflect on his faith-
fulness to God, his rejection of worldly values and hold these thoughts in our hearts 
throughout Lent and beyond.  
We remember those who are grieving.  Hold them close in their sorrow, 
surround them with Your love, and give them hope beyond their tears.  Amen. 

 

Proverbs 31:25 

She is clothed 
with strength and 
dignity; she can 
laugh at the days 

to come. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gospel Reading 
John 3:1-17  Jesus teaches Nicodemus 
3 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the 
Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, ‘Rabbi, we know that 
you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs 
you are doing if God were not with him.’ 
3 Jesus replied, ‘Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless 
they are born again.[a]’ 
4 ‘How can someone be born when they are old?’ Nicodemus asked. ‘Surely they 
cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!’ 
5 Jesus answered, ‘Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God un-
less they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit
[b] gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, “You[c] must be 
born again.” 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you 
cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born 
of the Spirit.’[d]  9 ‘How can this be?’ Nicodemus asked. 
10 ‘You are Israel’s teacher,’ said Jesus, ‘and do you not understand these 
things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what 
we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken 
to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I 
speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one 
who came from heaven – the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in 
the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who be-
lieves may have eternal life in him.’[g] 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

The First Reading 
Romans 4:1-5 & 13-17 Abraham justified by faith 
4 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, 
discovered in this matter? 2 If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had 
something to boast about – but not before God. 3 What does Scripture say? 
‘Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.’[a] 
4 Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obliga-
tion. 5 However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the 
ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness. 
 
13 It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise 
that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by 
faith. 14 For if those who depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the 
promise is worthless, 15 because the law brings wrath. And where there is no law 
there is no transgression. 
16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be 
guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring – not only to those who are of the law but 
also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is 
written: ‘I have made you a father of many nations.’[a] He is our father in the sight 
of God, in whom he believed – the God who gives life to the dead and calls into 
being things that were not. 

Easter flowers—If you wish to have an Easter Floral remembrance of 
your loved one/s, Janet Thomson will be pleased to receive your  
donations.  Thank you. Tel. 01803 431495. 

Blinded By Your Grace - Stormzy  

Lord I've been broken 
Although I'm not worthy 

You fixed me 
I'm Blinded By Your Grace 
You came and saved me 

I said a prayer this morning 
I prayed I would find a way 

To another day, I was so afraid 
'Til you came and saved, you came and saved me 

And the rain was pouring, 'cause the sun faded away 

Now I'm in a better place, no longer afraid 
Blinded By Your Grace, you came and saved me, yeah 

 


